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REPORT 


OF  THE 

BOARD  OF  MANAGERS 


OF  THE 


LEHIGH  COAL  AND  NAVIGATION  COMPANY, 


The  Managers  have  again  to  congratulate  the 
Stockholders  that  the  business  of  the  Company  for 
the  year  has  admitted  of  an  increased  dividend. 
They  have,  at  the  same  time,  to  acknowledge 
that,  from  the  want  of  activity  in  the  manufactures 
and  trade  of  the  country,  their  anticipations  of 
the  business  of  the  year  have  not  been  fully  real- 
ized. The  season  opened  with  an  unprecedented 
press  of  orders  for  coal,  to  an  extent  nearly  double 
the  amount  which  they  thought  prudent  to  accept. 
But  as  the  season  advanced,  manufacturers  were 
obliged  to  suspend  their  wrorks,  and  a large  stock  of 
coal  is  left  on  hand. 
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The  quantity  taken  from  the  Company’s  mines 
in  the  year  1837,  was  about  200,000  tons,  of  which 
192,595  tons  passed  down  the  Lehigh  Canal,  to 
various  markets,  via  the  Morris  Canal,  the  Dela- 
ware division  of  the  Pennsylvania  Canal  and  the 
Delaware  and  Raritan  Canal.  At  Parryville,  also, 
about  31,500  tons  of  coal,  the  produce  of  the 
first  season’s  operations  of  the  Beaver  Meadow 
Company,  entered  upon  the  Lehigh  navigation 
from  their  mines,  making  the  total  supply  of 
coal  from  the  Lehigh  in  1837  amount  to  224,095 
tons,  being  an  increase  of  75,893  tons  over  the 
quantity  from  the  same  source  in  1836,  or  more 
than  fifty  per  cent.  The  increase  from  the  Com- 
pany’s mines  was  thirty-one  per  cent.  The  amount 
of  coal  sold  and  delivered  by  the  Company  in  1837 
is  about  160,000  tons. 

The  plan  adopted  during  the  past  year,  of  selling 
and  delivering  the  Company’s  coal  principally  at 
Mauch  Chunk,  and  leaving  its  distribution  in  detail 
to  the  enterprise  and  competition  of  individuals, 
has  so  far  worked  well. 

All  the  canals  connected  with  the  business  of 
the  Company  furnish  satisfactory  evidence  of  the 
fact.,  that  canals  improve  by  age,  their  banks  be- 
coming more  solid  and  durable,  and  consequently 
reducing,  each  successive  year,  the  expenditures  for 
keeping  them  in  order.  No  material  delay  has 
been  experienced  the  past  year  on  any  of  them. 
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The  weigh-lock  at  Mauch  Chunk,  mentioned  in 
the  last  Report  as  then  unfinished,  is  now  completed, 
and  is  in  satisfactory  operation. 

The  Managers  wish  to  give  every  facility  and 
encouragement  to  the  various  companies  and  indi- 
viduals owning  coal  lands,  to  open  and  work  the 
mines  in  the  several  coal  districts  with  which  the 
improvements  of  this  Company  will  communicate, 
in  order  that  public  attention  may  be  invited  to  the 
Lehigh  as  the  source  of  an  abundant  supply  of  excel- 
lent coal,  and  furnishing  at  the  same  time  an  easy 
and  cheap  conveyance  for  it  to  market. 

The  Beaver  Meadow  Bail  Boad  and  Coal  Com- 
pany have  made  a fair  beginning  the  past  year,  and 
it  is  hoped  their  spirited  exertions  in  the  coal  busi- 
ness may  meet  with  such  success  as  to  encourage 
them  annually  to  make  a large  addition  to  their  ex- 
ports of  coal. 

With  regard  to  the  prospects  of  other  companies 
in  the  second  coal  field,  the  following  information 
has  been  obtained  from  the  parties. 

“The  Hazleton  Coal  Company  having  comple- 
ted their  railroad  from  their  mines  to  its  intersec- 
tion with  the  Beaver  Meadow  road,  a distance  of 
ten  miles,  are  prepared  to  commence  the  transpor- 
tation of  coal  to  market  as  soon  as  the  navigation 
shall  be  open  in  the  spring.  A large  quantity  of 
coal  now  on  bank  at  the  mine,  together  with  the 
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advanced  extension  of  their  underground  works, 
give  full  assurance  of  vigorous  operations  on  the 
part  of  that  company  during  the  next  season.” 

“The  Laurel  Hill  Coal  Company ,in  the  vicinity 
of  the  town  of  Hazleton,  commenced  preparatory 
operations  last  summer,  and  are  now  so  far  ad- 
vanced, that  the  transportation  of  coal  to  market 
from  their  mine  is  expected  to  commence  with 
the  opening  of  the  navigation.  Their  position  be- 
ing immediately  adjacent  to  the  Hazleton  Railroad, 
which  is  now  finished,  relieves  them  from  any  ap- 
prehension of  delay.” 

“ The  Buck  Mountain  Coal  Company  have 
proved  some  of  their  veins  of  coal,  being  four  in 
number,  one  of  which  they  have  entered  about 
one  hundred  and  fifty  feet,  and  the  stratum  of  coal 
is  ten  feet  thick  and  of  a superior  quality,  having 
an  inclination  of  about  fourteen  degrees.  The 
three  others  that  have  been  examined  are,  one  ten 
feet,  one  eight  feet,  and  one  twelve  feet.  A com- 
petent surveyor  of  coal  lands  has  examined  them, 
and  states  four  more  veins,  making  eight  in  all. 
They  have  also  had  a survey  for  a railroad  to  the 
Lehigh,  of  which  the  engineer  reports  favourably, 
distance  four  and  a-quarter  miles,  and  will  be  com- 
pleted the  present  year.” 

“The  Summit  Coal  Company  have  opened  seven 
veins  of  coal,  measuring  from  five  to  fifteen  feet  in 
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thickness.  The  railroad  from  their  mines  to  inter- 
sect the  Beaver  Meadow  road  has  been  located, 
and  the  grading  and  all  the  materials  for  the  con- 
struction of  the  road  contracted  for.  It  is  expect- 
ed to  be  completed  and  in  operation  by  the  first  of 
July  next.” 

The  Little  Schuylkill  and  Susquehannah  Rail 
Road  Company  are  now  constructing  their  road  to 
the  Lehigh,  and  have  already  opened  several  of 
their  mines,  in  anticipation  of  its  completion  early 
in  the  season. 

The  Northampton  and  Luzerne  Coal  Company 
are  still  engaged  in  preparatory  operations,  and  have 
succeeded  in  making  openings  into  large  bodies  of 
fine  coal  in  the  middle  coal  district. 

Agreeably  to  the  directions  of  the  Stockholders, 
at  their  meeting  held  in  May  last,  the  Managers 
filed  in  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Common- 
wealth the  required  notice  of  the  acceptance,  by 
the  Company,  of  the  law  passed  at  the  last  ses- 
sion of  the  Legislature,  authorizing  the  construc- 
tion of  a railroad  between  White’s  Haven  and 
Wilkesbarre.  This  act  repeals  those  parts  of 
former  acts  under  which  the  Company  might  have 
been  required  to  construct  a slackwater  navigation 
above  Wright’s  Creek,  and  declares  that  the  works 
of  the  Company  shall  be  considered  as  complete 
when  they  shall  have  finished  the  slackwater  navi- 
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gation  up  to  Wright’s  Creek — an  artificial  freshet 
navigation  from  thence  to  Stoddartsville,  and  a 
railroad  from  the  Lehigh  near  Wright’s  Creek  to 
Wilkesbarre.  Of  these  works,  the  dam  and  lock  at 
White’s  Haven,  all  the  artificial  freshet  navigation, 
and  that  part  of  the  slackwater  navigation  which 
is  between  Mauch  Chunk  and  the  mouth  of  Qua- 
kake  Creek,  are  already  finished  and  inspected,  and 
the  Company  has  been  authorized  to  collect  tolls 
upon  them. 

The  Report  of  the  Commissioners  who  inspect- 
ed the  navigation  is  here  presented,  which  will  ex- 
hibit a detailed  description  of  the  work. 

i 

REPORT 

To  the  Governor  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Penn- 
sylvania. 

The  Commissioners  appointed  in  the  Commis- 
sion, a copy  of  which  is  hereunto  appended,  Re- 
port, That  in  pursuance  thereof  they  met  at  Stod- 
dartsville on  Tuesday  the  24th  instant,  and  from 
thence  proceeded  on  the  day  following  in  a boat  of 
seventy  feet  in  length  by  fourteen  feet  in  width, 
laden  with  a cargo  of  stone,  &c.  of  the  weight  of 
near  twelve  tons,  down  the  River  Lehigh  to  the 
mouth  of  Wright’s  Creek,  a distance  of  1 2f0j,  miles, 
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where  they  entered  the  slackwater  navigation  and 
proceeded  to  White’s  Haven,  a distance  of  1 5 miles, 
accompanied  by  a raft  85  feet  in  length  by  14^  feet 
wide,  containing  11,000  feet  of  boards.  On  their 
way  they  carefully  examined  the  navigation  and 
the  two  dams  and  locks  erected  in  the  river,  one 
thereof  immediately  below  Stoddartsville,  of  the 
following  dimensions:  fall  of  lock  and  schute  10 
feet,  lock  20  feet  4 inches  in  width,  and  with  the 
schute  158  feet  in  length;  and  the  other,  at  the 
distance  of  two  and  a-half  miles  below  Stoddarts- 
ville, 12  feet  high,  lock  and  schute  overcoming  a 
fall  of  15  feet,  20  feet  4 inches  in  width  and  330 
feet  in  length — both  very  substantially  built,  and 
supplied  with  locks  admirably  calculated  for  the 
lumber  trade,  and  commonly  called  ‘Bear-traps.’ 
The  channels  were  found  to  be  well  opened  and 
judiciously  constructed,  of  the  width  of  20  feet 
and  upwards,  and  of  a depth  of  two  feet  and  up- 
wards, forming  a good  navigation  downwards  for 
arks  and  rafts  at  least  once  in  every  two  days,  ex- 
cept during  the  winter.  The  river,  between  the 
points  abovementioned,  winds  through  a forest  of 
pine  and  hemlock  timber,  of  which  millions  of 
feet  will  find  a safe  and  expeditious  passage  to 
market  through  this  channel.  At  White’s  Haven 
they  entered  Lock  No.  29,  erected  near  the  head 
of  the  Lehigh  Company’s  Canal  and  Slackwater 
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Navigation,  which  is  constructed  of  stone,  and  is 
of  the  following  dimensions: — 23  feet  lift,  3 feet 
working-guard,  5 feet  highw'ater-guard,  20  feet 
width,  100  feet  length  of  chamber,  86  feet  clear 
of  the  swing  of  gates,  19  feet  thickness  of  wall  at 
bottom  and  9 feet  on  top,  and,  with  the  dam 
adjoining,  constructed  of  timber  and  stone  (the 
dimensions  of  which  are  referred  to  in  the  annexed 
table)  and  built  and  perfected  in  a substantial  and 
workmanlike  manner — the  time  occupied  in  pass- 
ing this  lock,  both  filling  and  emptying,  being  two 
and  a-half  minutes.  On  the  following  day,  26th 
inst.,  they  proceeded  over  land  to  Mauch  Chunk, 
and  from  thence,  on  the  27th  inst.,  in  a canal-boat, 
up  the  navigation  to  the  mouth  of  Quakake  creek, 
a distance  of  8j|  miles,  on  their  way  examining  the 
several  locks  and  dams  (for  the  number  and  dimen- 
sions of  which  they  refer  to  the  annexed  table) 
and  the  canal  line,  which  improvements  they  found 
throughout  in  good  and  navigable  order,  and  per- 
fected in  a complete  and  workmanlike  manner. 

The  Commissioners  having  thus  spent  three 
days  in  viewing  and  examining  this  great  wmrk, 
have,  in  conclusion,  to  express  to  the  Governor 
their  entire  approbation  of  the  manner  in  which 
it  is  executed,  and  of  the  satisfactory  proof  which 
they  derived,  from  a close  inspection,  not  only  of 
the  entire  fulfilment  of  the  provisions  of  the  law 
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referring  to  this  part  of  the  Company’s  work,  but 
of  strength  in  the  locks  and  dams,  and  rapidity  in 
the  movement  and  supply  of  the  artificial  freshets, 
far  exceeding  the  injunctions  of  their  charter.  In- 
deed, the  safe  and  easy  manner  in  which  a fall  of 
336  feet  is  overcome  in  a distance  of  1 miles, 
locks  constructed  with  the  most  solid  masonry, 
united  to  a canal  60  feet  wide,  5 feet  deep,  and 
pools  of  from  5 to  30  feet  deep,  form  a work  of 
about  20  miles,  overcoming  a fall  of  567  feet, 
which  they  believe  to  be  wTell  calculated  to  answer 
every  purpose  contemplated  by  the  law,  and  fairly 
entitle  the  Company  to  all  the  privileges  which 
they  claim  of  the  Governor  under  the  said  law'  or 
law7s. 

These  sections  the  Commissioners  recommend 
for  license,  to  wit : the  descending  navigation  from 
Stoddartsville  to  Wright’s  Creek,  being  a dis- 
tance of  12^0  miles:  the  slackwater  naviga- 
tion from  Wright’s  Creek  to  White’s  Haven,  a 
distance  of  1 5 miles ; and  the  slackwater  and  canal 
navigation  for  ascending  and  descending,  of  8^ 
miles  from  Mauch  Chunk  to  Quakake  Creek. 
The  intermediate  distance  of  about  18  miles  not 
being  finished  yet,  they  did  not  officially  visit,  and 
now  refer  to  it  as  being  in  great  forwardness,  and 
expected  to  be  finished  in  the  ensuing  spring,  be- 
cause it  is  connected  with  the  sections  visited  by 
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them,  and  as  forming  with  the  foregoing,  the  whole 
of  the  second  grand  division  of  the  River  Lehigh, 
as  described  in  the  first  law  incorporating  the  pre- 
sent Company.  It  will  be  for  a future  Commis- 
sion to  report  to  the  Governor  upon  these  18  miles, 
whenever  they  shall  be  ready  for  inspection. 

In  the  mean  time  they  repeat  their  conviction 
of  the  Company  having  fulfilled  every  provision 
of  the  law,  in  the  construction  of  the  aforesaid  de- 
scending navigation  of  12^  miles,  and  of  the  as- 
cending and  descending  navigation  of  the  9^  miles. 

Before  they  conclude  they  beg  to  add,  that  the 
desire  of  the  Company  to  complete  the  entire 
navigation  of  this  important  river  within  the  time 
prescribed  by  law,  is  such,  that  they  have  had  1700 
men  at  work,  as  they  are  informed  by  the  Mana- 
gers, during  the  last  year,  and  have  at  this  moment 
2000,  the  greater  part  of  whom  they  mean  to  con- 
tinue in  their  employ  during  the  remainder  of  the 
year. 

Witness  our  hands  and  seals,  at  Mauch  Chunk, 
this  27th  day  of  October,  A.  D.  1837. 

(Signed)  SAMUEL  BRECK.  [l.s.] 

(Signed)  N.  BEACH.  [l.s.] 

(Signed)  OWEN  RICE.  [l.s.] 
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The  railroad  from  White’s  Haven  to  Wilkes- 
barre  has  been  located,  and  the  whole  work,  except^ 
two  sections,  which  it  was  thought  could  be  more 
advantageously  disposed  of  hereafter,  let  out  on 
contract,  at  prices  within  the  estimate  of  the  engi- 
neer, to  be  graded  by  the  first  of  May  1839.  The 
report  of  the  engineer,  E.  A.  Douglas,  Esq.,  will 
be  laid  before  the  Stockholders.  The  Managers 
are  so  fully  impressed  with  the  importance  of  this 
road,  that  they  have  determined  to  make  it  as  per- 
fect as  possible,  so  as  to  induce  the  greatest  amount 
of  travelling  upon  it.  Already  applications  have 
been  made  to  the  Board  to  learn  their  disposition 
to  accommodate  companies  who  may  establish 
lines  of  steamboats  and  railroad  cars  between 
Mauch  Chunk  and  Wilkesbarre,  with  the  view  of 
making  this  route  the  main  and  pleasantest,  as  it 
will  also  be  the  shortest,  between  Philadelphia  and 
the  Falls  of  Niagara.  The  northern  part  of  Penn- 
sylvania and  the  western  part  of  New  York,  south 
of  the  Erie  Canal,  are  nearer  by  this  route  to  Phi- 
ladelphia than  they  are  either  to  New  York  or 
Baltimore,  and  will  be  induced,  by  the  facilities  of 
the  transportation,  to  give  it  the  preference.  The 
completion  of  this  railroad  will  also  form  a shorter 
line  of  communication  between  New  York  and  the 
great  west,  by  the  Pennsylvania  canals,  than  by 
the  Erie  Canal,  and  will  probably  divert  a large 
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portion  of  that  trade  into  our  state,  thus  adding  to 
the  income,  not  only  of  the  Lehigh,  but  also  of  the 

* 

State  improvements.  A glance  at  the  Map  will 
show  its  adaptation  to  a general  business. 

Jt  has  been  discovered  that  the  Great  Allegheny 
Bituminous  Coal  Field  extends  to  within  ten  miles 
of  the  State  Canal  at  Towanda,  in  Bradford  county, 
and  five  veins,  being  together  twenty  feet  in  thick- 
ness, have  been  already  found  there,  one  of  them 
accompanied  by  a vein  of  iron  ore.  This  coal  is 
much  nearer  to  Philadelphia  or  New  York  by  the 
Lehigh,  than  any  other  large  body  of  bituminous 
coal,  and  can  reach  New  York  in  260  miles,  and 
Philadelphia  in  283  miles. 

Upwards  of  50,000  acres  of  the  heart  of  the  Wy- 
oming, or  third  anthracite  coal  district  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, will  find  an  eastern  market  by  the  Company’s 
railroad  and  navigation,  and  can  reach  New  York  in 
30  miles  less  distance  than  the  coal  from  Pottsville. 
A very  extensive  lumber  business  may  also  be  ex- 
pected from  the  Susquehannah. 

By  the  completion  of  the  navigation  in  the  ap- 
proaching spring,  it  is  believed  the  cheapest  possi- 
ble communication  with  market  will  be  opened  to 
100,000  acres  of  the  middle  or  second  anthracite 
district,  as  well  as  to  200,000  acres  of  heavily 
timbered  land  on  the  head  waters  of  the  Lehigh, 
which  have  hitherto  been  inaccessible.  A market 
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will  thus  be  furnished  for  a large  amount  of  the 
water-power  at  White’s  Haven  and  other  places  on 
the  Lehigh  for  manufacturing  lumber. 

The  following  is  a list  of  the  articles  which 
were  transported  on  the  Lehigh  Navigation  in 
1837. 


Freight  on  Lehigh  Canal , 1837. 


ASCENDING. 

DESCENDING. 

TOTAL, 

Tons 

Cwt. 

Tons  ' 

Cwt. 

Tons  Cwt. 

Coal,  .... 

193 

01 

223,902 

07 

224,095 

08 

Grain, 

2,148 

01 

997 

04 

3,145 

05 

Flour,  .... 

647 

02 

1,461 

05 

2,108 

07 

Salt, 

353 

06 

49 

00 

402 

06 

Salt  Fish,  Beef  and  Pork, 

837 

19 

06 

838 

05 

Beer,  Porter,  Cider,  &c.  . 

3 

09 

13 

4 

02 

Other  Provisions, 

298 

17 

30 

14 

329 

11 

Whiskey,  . 

133 

13 

429 

15 

563 

08 

Hay  and  Straw, 

182 

12 

182 

12 

Lumber, 

1,249 

17 

1,417 

08 

2,667 

05 

Cord  Wood,  . 

124 

04 

3,167 

05 

3,291 

09 

Bricks, 

706 

18 

706 

18 

Slate,  .... 

47 

10 

239 

05 

286 

15 

Lime  and  Limestone, 

4,657 

18 

4,657 

18 

Other  Stone,  Sand  and  Plaster, 

2,146 

16 

91 

00 

2,237 

16 

Iron, 

756 

01 

481 

17 

1,237 

18 

Iron  Ore, 

3,413 

17 

1,073 

16 

4,487 

13 

Pitch,  Tar  and  Rosin, 

14 

06 

06 

14 

12 

Merchandize,  . 

2,232 

02 

579 

06 

2,811 

08 

Totals 

20,147 

09 

233,921 

07 

254,068 

16 

The  tolls  earned  by  the  Navigation  in  1837 
amounted  to  Si 49,266  94. 
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The  town  of  White’s  Haven,  laid  out  by  the 
Managers  at  the  Lehigh  termination  of  the  new  rail- 
road, will  become  a very  important  settlement,  and 
will  enable  the  Company  to  afford  cheap  landings 
for  the  trade  brought  by  that  road-  With  the  same 
view  the  Managers  have  secured  a location  fora  ba- 
sin on  the  North  Branch  Canal,  to  be  connected  with 
the  railroad  at  Wilkesbarre,  and  have  obtained  per- 
mission from  the  Canal  Commissioners  for  its  con- 
struction. 

In  the  early  part  of  the  past  year,  several  addi- 
tional water-powers  and  lots  were  disposed  of  at 
South  Easton,  the  tovrn  laid  out  by  the  Company 
on  their  canal  at  the  confluence  of  the  Lehigh  and 
Delaware,  opposite  to  the  borough  of  Easton. 
Although  but  a few  years  have  elapsed  since  the 
water-power  and  lots  at  South  Easton  were  offered 
for  sale,  it  is  already  a thriving  settlement;  and 
commanding,  as  it  does,  an  easy  access  to  Philadel- 
phia by  the  Delaware  Canal ; to  New  York  by  the 
canals  across  New  Jersey ; and  to  the  coal  region 
by  the  Lehigh  Canal;  and  being  in  the  vicinity  of 
inexhaustible  bodies  of  iron  ore,  it  will  undoubt- 
edly soon  become  a manufacturing  place  of  great 
importance.  It  now  contains,  besides  numerous 
other  buildings,  some  of  them  substantial  brick 
and  stone  dwellings,  two  grain  mills,  a large  cotton 
factory,  two  saw  mills,  which  cut  annually  about 
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three  and  a half  millions  of  feet  of  lumber,  a blast 
furnace,  a rolling  mill,  nail  and  wire  factory,  a 
manufactory  of  rifles,  and  an  extensive  foundery, 
machine  shops,  &c.,  and  another  large  blast  fur- 
nace is  about  being  erected. 

The  grand  discovery  of  the  mode  of  using  an- 
thracite coal  in  the  smelting  of  iron  ore  has  at  length 
been  made  by  Mr  Crane,  an  extensive  iron  master 
near  Swansea,  in  Wales.  He  has  had  a furnace,  in 
which  he  formerly  used  bituminous  coal,  success- 
fully at  work  for  more  than  seven  months , without 
interruption , exclusively  with  anthracite.  It  was 
still  in  operation  at  the  last  dates  from  England,  pro- 
ducing nearly  fifty  per  cent  more  iron  than  it  had 
ever  produced  with  other  coal,  and  of  a better  quali- 
ty. Mr  Crane  uses  the  coal  as  it  comes  from  the 
mine,  of  any  size  above  an  inch  in  diameter,  with 
a blast  hot  enough  to  melt  lead,  admitted  into  three 
tuyeres.  He  consumes,  on  an  average,  twenty- 
seven  hundred  weight  of  coal  to  each  ton  of  pigs. 

Messrs  Garrett  & Eastwick  of  this  city,  state  that 
they  have  made  successful  experiments  during  the 
last  season  in  the  use  of  anthracite  as  a fuel  for  loco- 
motives. These  gentlemen  have  adapted  a blower 
to  the  chimney  of  Ihe  ordinary  horizontal  tubular 
boiler,  operating  by  the  spent  steam  of  the  engine, 
by  which  the  draft  of  the  furnace  is  very  much  in- 
creased. They  have  had  four  of  their  engines 
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constantly  running  on  the  Beaver  Meadow  Rail- 
road exclusively  with  anthracite,  which  have  given 
entire  satisfaction.  They  also  state  that  they  prov- 
ed, by  one  of  their  locomotives  on  the  Columbia 
Rail  Road,  that  three-fourths  of  a ton  of  anthracite 
is  sufficient  to  take  the  ordinary  trains  of  passen- 
ger cars  with  the  usual  speed  on  that  road,  in  either 
direction  from  plane  to  plane,  a distance  of  seven- 
ty-seven miles,  while  it  is  believed  to  require  about 
three  cords  of  wood  to  perforin  the  same  work, 
thus  making  a saving  of  about  ten  dollars  a day  on 
each  locomotive. 

The  Company’s  tow-boat  Pennsylvania,  em- 
ployed on  the  Delaware,  was  fitted  up  last  spring 
with  tubular  boilers  like  those  of  the  locomo- 
tives, and  has  in  consequence  burnt  less  than  two- 
thirds  of  the  fuel  used  in  1S36.  She  has  towed 
upwards  of  one  thousand  tons  of  coal  in  twen- 
ty boats,  all  attached  to  her  at  the  same  time. 
Her  fuel  has  always  been  anthracite  during  the 
period  of  seven  years  that  she  has  been  owned  by 
this  Company.  The  steamboat  Convoy,  also  own- 
ed by  the  Company,  and  now  employed  as  a tow- 
boat on  the  Raritan  river,  between  the  mouth  of 
the  Delaware  and  Raritan  Canal  and  the  Compa- 
ny’s depot  at  Perth  Amboy,  has,  for  eleven  years, 
used  anthracite  coal  as  fuel  for  her  engine. 

The  Managers  have  noticed  with  pleasure  that 
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the  Canal  Commissioners  have  brought  the  subject 
of  the  enlargement  of  the  locks  on  the  Delaware 
division  before  the  Legislature,  in  their  Annual 
Report,  dated  December  9,  1837,  of  which  the  fol- 
lowing is  an  extract : 

“The  Board,  in  their  last  Annual  Report,  ad- 
verted to  the  necessity,  ‘at  no  distant  period,  of 
increasing  the  capacity  of  this  division.’  The 
events  of  the  past  season  strengthen  the  position 
then  taken,  and  show  that  no  time  ought  to  be  lost 
in  accomplishing  this  object.  John  P.  Bailey,  Chief 
Engineer  in  charge  of  the  division,  was  directed 
by  the  Board  to  make  an  examination,  with  a view 
to  this  change,  and  report  upon  its  expense  and 
practicability.  This  result  will  be  found  in  the 
documentary  part  of  this  Report. 

“The  Board  would  respectfully  urge  the  Legis- 
lature to  make  provision  for  the  commencement 
of  the  construction  of  the  additional  locks  next 
season,  alongside  of  the  present  ones,  of  dimen- 
sions corresponding  with  those  on  the  Lehigh. 
The  capacity  of  that  Company’s  locks  is  adapted 
to  boats  of  100  tons.  The  mining  operations  of 
the  Mauch  Chunk,  Beaver  Meadow  and  other 
companies,  will  depend  for  an  outlet  to  market  on 
the  Delaware  division.  And  the  rising  importance 
of,  and  increasing  demand  for,  coal  and  iron,  re- 
quire that  the  locks  should  be  doubled,  and  if  dou- 
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bled,  sound  policy  dictates  that  it  ought  to  be  done 
in  a manner  that  would  form  a hundred  ton  navi- 
gation, from  the  metropolis  of  the  State  towards 
the  sources  of  the  Lehigh.” 

The  improvements  spoken  of  in  the  foregoing 
extract,  together  with  a feeder  and  outlet  lock  at 
Black’s  Eddy,  cannot,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Mana- 
gers, be  made  before  the  trade  from  the  Lehigh 
will  have  suffered  inconvenience  and  delays  from 
the  want  of  them.  It  is  certain  that  inconveni- 
ence is  already  felt  in  the  Delaware  division,  from 
the  great  current  which  takes  place  in  the  upper 
levels  of  the  canal,  in  consequence  of  the  supply 
of  the  lower  levels  being  now  necessarily  drawn 
through  them,  and  measures  cannot  be  too  soon 
taken  to  remedy  this  evil  by  enlarging  the  canal  at 
narrow  places,  and  giving  additional  width  to  the 
locks. 

The  Managers  regret  to  learn  that,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  continued  derangement  of  the  cur- 
rency, it  has  been  found  impossible  to  procure  a 
sufficient  subscription  to  the  stock  of  the  “Susque- 
hannah  and  Lehigh  Canal  Company,”  to  authorize 
the  commencement  of  that  work.  But  this  canal 
will  unquestionably  attract  attention  whenever  there 
shall  be  a prospect  of  the  speedy  completion  of  a 
continuous  navigation  by  the  West  Branch  of 
the  Susquehannah  to  Pittsburgh  and  Lake  Erie. 
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Should  the  Lehigh  system  of  high  lifts  and  large 
locks  be  adopted  on  this  line  to  the  great  west,  it 
is  believed  that  the  cost  of  transportation  on  it  (ex- 
clusive of  toll)  would  not  exceed  the  cost  per 
mile  of  the  ascending  navigation  of  the  Mississippi, 
and  that  it  would  possess  advantages  over  every 
other  route  from  Philadelphia  which  has  yet  been 
proposed.  It  is  therefore  hoped  that  the  Canal 
Commissioners  will,  to  the  extent  of  their  powers, 
exert  their  influence  to  prevent  the  location  of  any 
railroad  along  the  West  Branch  of  the  Susquehan- 
nah  in  such  a manner  as  would  interfere  with  the 
adoption  of  the  system  of  high  lifts  on  that  navi- 
gation. 

The  Report  of  the  Dividend  Committee  and 
other  documents,  exhibiting  the  present  state  of 
the  investments  and  finances  of  the  Company,  will 
be  laid  before  the  Meeting,  and  will  remain  open 
to  the  inspection  of  Stockholders  as  usual. 

By  order  of  the  Board  of  Managers. 

JOSEPH  WATSON, 

President. 


Philadelphia,  January  8,  1838. 


TABLE  OF  DISTANCES. 


The  following  Table  of  Distances  is  believed  to 
be  very  nearly  if  not  quite  correct,  viz. 

By  the  Lehigh  Navigation. 

Miles. 

From  White’s  Haven  to  Easton,  . . 73 


a 

mouth  of  Sandy  Creek 

to  Easton, 

. 66 

a 

mouth  of  Leslie’s  Run. 

a 

. 64 

a 

mouth  of  Laurel  Run, 

a 

. 61* 

ii 

mouth  of  Quakake, 

ii 

• 54* 

a 

Mauch  Chunk. 

ii 

. 46 

a 

Parryville, 

ii 

• 40* 

a 

mouth  of  Lizard  Creek, 

ii 

• 39* 

a 

Basin  at  the  Gap, 

ii 

. 35* 

a 

Lockport  Basin, 

ii 

• 30* 

a 

Kuntz’s  Ford, 

ii 

. 27f 

a 

Slate  Dam, 

ii 

. 25* 

a 

Sigfried’s  Bridge, 

ii 

. 23* 

a 

Biery’s  Port, 

ii 

1 9- 

• 1 3 10 

a 

Allentown  Dam, 

ii 

16- 
* A '~'l0 

a 

Bethlehem  Bridge, 

ii 

• 

a 

Freeman’s  Bridge, 

ii 

• H 

u 

Jenks’s  Mill, 

ii 

74 

a 

Chain  Ferry, 

ii 

3 1 
° 4 

D 


/ 


26 

From  Wilkesbarre  Basin  to  Easton. 
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Branch  Cana!,  to  Easton,  by  twenty 
miles  of  railroad  and  seventy-three  miles 
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